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Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Economic welfare in the 21st Century is tightly woven from a fabric of continuous and global change – in consumer products, in technological means to produce and distribute these goods, in institutions and systems that support economic growth, in values and attitudes that adjust and align with – or, confront - increasingly globalised images and expectations, in innovation based on newly created scientific knowledge that feeds this complex interacting moving economic life-form. 

Economic welfare is very unequally distributed however. At the heart of this imbalance is the capacity of developing countries and emerging economies to capture scientific knowledge and innovation from this rapidly changing global economic fabric. 

The present International Conference explores the foundations of these concerns – the basis for participation in the global knowledge-based economy from the platform of emerging and developing countries. The Conference enjoys a very broad selection of scholars and practitioners from around the world and has a practical focus on empirical evidence of innovation systems and industrial clusters in operation, along with evidence of the impact of networking and alternative approaches to policy. The Conference further benefits from the opening up of the experience of China in implementing National Science and Technology policy, and specifically of the Guangdong Province in building the S&T capacity required to allow the Province’s more equal participation in the global economy. We therefore can look forward to a ‘signal’ event – a significant in-depth contribution to the current debates that populate the academic and policy literature on innovation systems and science and technology policy in the emerging global economy. Lessons learned are likely to have an important bearing on the formation of new national policies and action targeted towards re-balancing economic and social welfare of the world’s people, and thereby contributing to the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of poverty reduction, literacy development, environmental sustainability, human equity and so on – all ingredients in securing international peace and the common welfare of humankind – the founding objective of UNESCO. 

On behalf of UNESCO, the United Nations agency responsible for the application of science for welfare of the world’s people, I therefore wish to commend the organizers, our hosts, Zhongshan University and the Government of Guangdong Province for staging this event. I also would like to acknowledge UNESCO’s partnership with ISESCO in the shared enterprise of providing financial support. 

We do confront ‘interesting times’ however. As I am sure will increasingly become clear as the Conference progresses, a new order of relationships between science, technology and industry now dominates the world’s industrial innovation landscape. Forged by the fires of vigorous technology-based economic competition from the late 1970s, 1980s and through to the present day, success in gaining economic benefit from scientific practice has moved increasingly towards investment in people and learning, in networks and alliances rather than secrecy and competition, in capturing both formal and informal knowledge that flows rapidly through and between national domains – in dissolving institutional boundaries and practices that national S&T policy previously relied upon. 

These ‘new times’ can easily come to further serve the interests of those economies that are already knowledge-rich and powerful, and further exclude the poor and those already marginalized from the benefits of globalisation. 

Or, perhaps, there may be a way of capturing a new form of advantage for developing countries and emerging economies from the new S&T dynamic. 

We shall hopefully find out over the next three days!

I emphasise however that UNESCO is watching, and committed to promote whatever lessons may emerge that are of benefit to promotion of achieving the Millennium Development Goals and the welfare of humankind as a whole. In the Asia Pacific Region, my own Office, as Regional Science Bureau has developed a high level network of S&T policy practitioners and analysts, STEPAN, the Science and Technology Policy Asian Network. Currently covering 14 Member States, and in operation since 1988 – when indeed I had the privilege of acting as Foundation Chairman prior to my later joining UNESCO as a staff member – STEPAN promotes mutual learning amongst policy makers across the region, and support – when requested – for the development of national policy particularly in the smaller and poorer Member States: our most recent policy support activities have been in Laos and Mongolia. STEPAN has, in the past, supported the development of S&T information and indicators capacities of direct relevance to developing country assessments – inputs now formalised in data collection practices of UNESCO’s Institute of Statistics in Montreal. With the Secretariat of STEPAN presently based in India, our current primary objectives target crossing the digital divide for the benefit of poor and remote communities, grass roots innovation, and gender equity. 

I can commit that STEPAN will provide a vehicle for assessing and popularizing the lessons learned from this Conference. I will personally be here for the whole three day period of the Conference to listen – and hopefully to contribute a little as well.

Thank you once again to all who are here for creating this opportunity – in particular, you, the participants, some of whom have traveled very far to engage in this debate. I look forward to our shared conversation and again express on behalf of UNESCO our pleasure in assisting to sponsor this event.
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